
 
 

PROPOSED MERGER OF GP PRACTICES AT STOKE HEALTH CENTRE  
 

 
Stoke Health Centre has been providing GP services for over 40 years delivering high quality primary care 
to local residents.  Dr S Kulkarni is planning to retire after 23 years of service and our intention is to 
merge the two practices currently operating from Stoke Health Centre.  It is being proposed to merge Dr 
Kulkarni’s practice with Drs Rees, Lefroy & Aw on 30th September 2019 (prior to Dr Kulkarni’s retirement). 
Please be assured that all the current staff across the two practices will remain the same.  Following Dr 
Kulkarni’s retirement we will add extra GP sessions to ensure we are able to offer patients the same 
access to GP appointments. 
 

 

What will a merger mean for patients?  The two practices will unite to form one larger practice; from the 
merger date you will be able to see any GP or Nurse at Stoke Health Centre.  You will have access to a 
greater choice of clinical staff. Your continuity of care will not change.  

What will a merger mean for the practices? Our staff already work across the two practices; this merger 
will allow us to make better use of resources and streamline our systems efficiently to continue supporting 
patients across the new larger practice. All staff will keep their jobs & we will employ another doctor. 

When will the changes take place? We anticipate that the merger & Dr Kulkarni’s retirement will take 
place at the end of September 2019 subject to regulatory approvals & following extensive engagement.  

The views of our combined patients are important to us, and will play an integral part in the merger 
process. The planned merger will allow the combined practice to thrive and provide the facilities and 
services that our patients deserve. Every member of staff is committed to making healthcare for our 
patients the best it can be, and it is our combined view that the merger will be positive for patient care. 
Please ask our reception staff if you wish to complete our patient questionnaire or if you have any 
outstanding concerns please contact the Practice Manager Karen Riley on 01782  980000.  


